
Bill C-479: 
What’s changed for prisoners  
convicted of violent offences? 

INFORMATION FOR FEDERAL PRISONERS IN BRITISH COLUMBIA

On April 23, 2015, Bill C-479 came into effect. It 
increases the time the board can take between parole 
and detention reviews for prisoners serving time for 
violent offences. 

Getting legal help
You can contact Prisoners’ Legal Services for legal help 
with prison problems. For assistance, you must have a 
referral from the Legal Services Society. Contact their 
call centre at 1-888-839-8889. Once you have a referral, 
you can call Prisoners’ Legal Services directly at  
1-866-577-5245. 

Prisoners’ Legal Services phones are open Monday to 
Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m. and from 1:00 p.m. 
to 3:00 p.m. 

This publication contains general information 
only. Each situation is unique. The law can also 
change. If you have a legal problem, contact 
Prisoners’ Legal Services or a lawyer. 
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Parole Reviews
Under the Corrections and Conditional Release Act (CCRA), all 
prisoners used to be entitled to a full parole review within two 
years of a decision not to grant parole, and every two years after 
that. 

For prisoners who are serving a sentence for murder, or any 
offence under Schedule 1 of the CCRA, Bill C-479 changes the 
time for mandatory full parole reviews to within five years of 
when your last review took place, or was scheduled to take place.  

The board can also take up to five years to review day parole 
applications of prisoners serving a sentence for murder, or any 
offence under Schedule 1 of the CCRA. 

If the parole board cancels or terminates your parole, the Board 
must review your parole eligibility within four years, and within 
five years after that review.

These changes apply to prisoners and those on conditional 
release who receive an additional sentence on or after April 23, 
2015. These changes also apply to prisoners who were sentenced 
before April 23, 2015, but they do not affect your first day and 
full parole review dates. 

You still have the right to apply for parole after  
one year of the parole board’s last decision to  
deny you parole. 

The parole board can hear your case before its time limit for a 
mandatory review. Prisoners who have made progress since their 
last review should not be discouraged from applying for parole at 
an earlier date. 

Detention Reviews 
Under the CCRA, all prisoners detained past their statutory 
release dates were entitled to an annual review of their detention. 
Now, under Bill C-479, prisoners serving a sentence for a 
Schedule 1 offence that caused the death or serious harm to 
another person will have detention reviews every two years.

These changes apply to prisoners and those on conditional release 
who receive an additional sentence on or after April 23, 2015. 
These changes also apply to prisoners who were sentenced before 
April 23, 2015, but they do not affect your first detention review 
date.

Indeterminate Sentences 
It is not clear whether Bill C-479 applies to people with dangerous 
offender status. If you have dangerous offender status and you are 
told that the parole board will not review your release for four or 
five years, you can contact Prisoners’ Legal Services for help. 

Cancelation of future parole hearings 
Bill C-479 allows the parole board to cancel your next review 
hearing if you refuse to attend a review hearing or waive your 
right to a review hearing within 15 days of the date for your 
hearing without a good reason, more than once. 

Information to Victims and Victim Participation 
Bill C-479 allows victims and family members of victims to 
access information about your correctional plan, and transcripts of 
your parole hearing. 

The parole board is now required to consider any statement 
presented by victims or the victims’ family members. 


